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Title:



Japan

Author:  


Susan Hanson

Email Address:  

harmonyleland@yahoo.com
School:


Harmony Leland Elementary School
Public or Private School:
Public

Grade Level Range:  
Grades 2 and 3
Special Education Unit:     ___yes   _x__no

Concept:

Perception
Masterwork:  
The Great Wave off Kanagawa, By Katsushika Hokusai
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Significant Question:  What are the similarities and differences between the United States and Japan?  What does learning about other communities teach us about our own?

Character Traits (QCC’s/Standards) Addressed:

(3) Equality: the right and opportunity to develop one’s potential as a human being

(8) Patriotism

(11,12) Respect for others

(13,14,15) Respect for self

Power Standards Addressed (QCC’s) that the Unit teaches to mastery:

History

11.  Topic: Culture 

Standard: Compares the present day customs and lifestyles of the United States to selected places in the Eastern Hemisphere including Japan and Australia 
-food
-shelter 
-clothing 
-transportation 
-fine arts (music, art, and literature) 
-natural and man-made resources, and 
-production of goods/services.
Core Social Study Skills
15. Topic: Information Processing 

Standard: Uses various print and non-print reference sources to locate information.
51. Topic: Literature 

Standard: Recognizes cultural diversity represented in literature.

57. Topic: Reference/Study 

Standard: Uses easy fiction books, nonfiction books, audiovisual resources, software, and periodicals as information sources.
Arts Standards (QCC’s) Addressed:

Visual Arts

6.. Topic: Connections
Standard: Discusses how culture and environment provide inspiration for creating artworks.

Fine Arts 

General Music

15. Topic: Historical and Cultural Context
Standard: Participates in musical activities representing a variety of cultures, focusing on stylistic concepts.
Arts Partner Role/Contribution:  A storyteller will be used for the arts partner to help plan the unit and tell Japanese folktales.  The artist will help the students synthesize their information to create their original creation.


Check the appropriate answer(s)



Unit Planning

_x__ Yes    ___ No



Experience

____ Yes    ___ No



Inquire


____ Yes    ___ No



Create


_x__ Yes    ___ No



Reflect


_x__ Yes    ___ No


There will also be a guest “cooking” artist to read the book How My Parents Learned to Eat by Ina Friedman, reflecting on the question, “What are chopsticks and why do you use them?” The cooking artist will then roll sushi for the students to have a tasting experience, using chopsticks and drinking green tea.  The students will reflect on their tasting experience with the Power Writing format, using major details and at least two minor details.

Experience:

Whole group instruction:  (There are many whole group activities and are all done separately for as many days as needed.)  

(1)  Experience the Masterwork:

Show the visual art piece of The Great Wave of Kanagawa by Hokusai.  Teacher does a VAK (visual, auditory, and kinetic) activity with class.  Have students look at the painting and tell what they see, what they hear, and what they feel.  Teacher records their thoughts on chart paper.

Next, talk about the concept of perception.  Have students look at the masterwork again and talk about different perceptions they see in the artwork.  

Relate perception to the similarities and differences of Japanese and American people after instruction on the Japanese culture. 

Students begin a Reflection Journal on perception.  Have them list other kinds of perception that they see in the masterwork.  As the unit goes on, they will tell other perceptions discovered in their Japanese study like, chopsticks vs. forks, Japanese and American music, reading left to right and right to left, American and Japanese writing, etc.  

Inquiry:
Inquiry Center 1: (Science/Social Studies, Math)

Deepening Questions:

How does the map of Japan compare with the map of the United States?  
Which state in the U.S. would be about the same size as Japan?  
How does geography affect the culture of a place?  
What kind of preparation goes into making a good presentation? 

Materials:
Pieces of cardboard (8x11)

Crayons

Research materials (books, map, globe, etc.)

Toothpicks

Salt Map Recipe:



¼ cup of flour



¼ cup of salt



2 tablespoons water



5 drops of food coloring (optional)

Procedure

 Have different children point to the continent of Asia and the country of Japan on a classroom-size world map. Ask: What do we call an area of land that is surrounded by water? (an island) 

The country of Japan is an island country off the eastern coast of Asia in the Pacific Ocean. Say: Even though Japan is several islands apart from the rest of the continent, Japan is included as part of the continent of Asia. 

Have a child come up to the map and point to the Pacific Ocean. Ask: What direction is the Pacific Ocean from Japan? (east) Point to the Sea of Japan as you ask: Can someone name the body of water to the west of Japan? (The Sea of Japan) 

Say: Japan's closest neighbors on the continent of Asia are Russia, Korea, and China. Point out each country on the map as you say the country's name. Ask: In which direction would you have to travel from China on the continent of Asia to reach the country of Japan? (east) 

Tell the children that Japan is a very mountainous country. Say: The mountains and hills in Japan take up so much room that most Japanese people live by the shore. Because of this, the communities in which Japanese people live and work are very crowded. Show the children pictures of the cities and countryside of Japan from the books or consult adult reference books for pictures. 

Next, students work in cooperative groups of four to describe and create landform models.  Each group selects a piece of cardboard and puts name and date on the back.  Next, draw a map of Japan on the cardboard, making sure that all four main islands are included.  Color the area around the islands blue.  Label each of the bodies of water surrounding Japan. (Interpret various books, map, globe, internet sources such as:   Title: Outline Map of Japan
URL: http://abcteach.com/japan/map1.htm
http://web-jpn.org/kidsweb/japan/map.html

 for data.)

Mix salt map dough according to directions:  Carefully measure flour and salt into a cup.  Add water and stir slowly.  Mixture should be very thick, like oatmeal.  Add food coloring and mix thoroughly until dough is an even color.  The salt map dough is now ready to use.

Use dough, create the four main islands of Japan.  For each island you should have four markers (toothpicks with a paper flag).  Record the name of each island on one of the markers.  Correctly label each island with the markers.

Next compare the map of Japan with a state in the United States that is about the same size and shape.  Once again, use the reference materials to do this.

After completing the map activity, students then rehearse, adding their own style and creativity, and perform the Japanese Reader’s Theatre (see script).  Each group will perform for all of the groups at the end of the unit.  Students may take this existing script and perform it as is or re-write the script using factual information they have gathered in their content non-fiction reading.

Japan - The Land of the Rising Sun  (Reader’s Theatre)


Reader #1
Reader #2
Reader #3


Reader #4
Reader #5
Reader #6

Reader #3:   
Good Morning!  We are here to tell you about Japan, the "Land                      of the Rising Sun".

Reader #1:
Japan is an island country.  It is in Asia.  Japan is made up of a long, narrow group of islands.

Reader #2:
There are four main islands.  The largest island is called Honshu.

Reader #4:
Japan is made up of more than 3,000 smaller islands.

Reader #6:
Japan is a beautiful country made up of majestic mountains, breath-taking countryside, and busy cities.

Reader #5:
Mount Fuji is Japan's highest mountain.  It is 12,388 feet high.

Reader #4:
Tokyo is Japan's capital.  It is on Honshu island.  8,163,573 people live in Tokyo.

Reader #3:
Commodore Matthew Perry of the United States Navy sailed to Japan in 1854.  He persuaded Japan's leaders to begin trading with the United States.

Reader #2:
Japanese farmers grow wheat, tea, sugarbeets, and cabbage.

Reader #1:
Rice is Japan's biggest crop.  Rice covers more than half of Japan's farmlands.  Japan also has a huge fishing industry.

Reader #3:
The people of Japan have a rich tradition in the arts.  Music, plays, puppet shows, and art are all important to the Japanese people.

Reader #5:
Japanese poetry is called Haiku.  A haiku is a short poem with seventeen syllables in three lines.

Reader #6:
In haiku the first line has five syllables, the second line has seven syllables, and the third line has five syllables.

Reader #4:
Japan is a beautiful, exciting country.  Perhaps one day you can visit this wonderful land...

All:
The Land of the Rising Sun.

Inquiry Center 2:  (Language Arts, Writing, Technology, Arts)

Deepening Question:
How is music in Japan different than music in the United States?  
How do we as musicians perceive and appreciate differences?  
What is your perception of Japan music?

Materials:

Computer or computers

Inspiration  Software

Double bubble map format

Tape/CD player

Headphones

Japanese Music

American Music

First, have whole group instruction on the use of the Inspiration program.  Review of the double bubble map.   Students will work in groups of four.

Directions:

Put on your headphones.  Listen to the Japanese music (on tape).  Then listen to the American music (on CD).  Think about tone, instrumentation, feelings, etc.

Go to the computers.  Two people will be on each computer.  You are to open the program, Inspiration.  Create a double bubble map to compare and contrast the music of Japan and the U.S.

Students will write a metaphor in their response journal using with the stem:  Japanese music is_________________.

Next, read the information provided for Japanese instruments.

Japanese Musical Instruments

The shamisen is a lute-like stringed instrument that was adapted in the middle of the sixteenth century from a similar instrument used in the subtropical Ryukyu islands. The shamisen has a long fingerboard of about 1 meter (3.3 feet) attached to a box-like body and has three strings. The player plucks on these strings using a plectrum shaped like a ginkgo leaf. The player adjusts the pitch using pegs on the head. 

Another traditional instrument is the zither-like koto, developed from an instrument that came from China during the Nara period (710-794). The koto has 13 strings on a long, rectangular body made of paulownia wood. Below the strings are movable bridges to adjust the scale. The koto is played with small picks on the right hand. 

The shakuhachi is an end-blown bamboo flute measuring about 55 centimeters (22 inches) in length. There are four holes in front and one in the back. The pitch is controlled by placing one's fingers completely or partially on the holes. The origins of the shakuhachi are uncertain, but historians say a prototype existed in Japan around the fourteenth century. 

Other traditional musical instruments include an hourglass-shaped hand-held drum called the tsuzumi, which developed in Japan after coming from China in the Nara period, and a type of mouth organ called the sho, used in ceremonial court music. The sho also came from China at about the same time. 

Working in your group of four, make a Koto, following the directions below.

Title: Making a Koto
URL: http://www.abcteach.com/japan/koto.htm
©abcteach                      Make a Koto                  Japan 
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A Koto is a traditional instrument of Japan.  It is made of wood and has strings drawn from one end to the other. The parts of the Koto are named after parts of a dragon. The Koto, according to the Japanese tradition is shaped like a dragon laying on the ground.  The instrument is played with tusume (dragon claws) which are on three fingers; index, middle, and thumb. (Like picks of a guitar)
Project: Make A Koto   

You will need:
A long narrow box or shoe box with lid
Large rubber bands
constructions paper or wrapping paper
glue or tape, scissors
hole punch
small pieces of cardboard

Directions
1. Cover the box and lid with paper.  If you use plain paper, color and design the paper before covering it.
2. Cut an oval hole in the lid of your box.
3. Punch several holes on each side of the oval (the same number on each side).
4. Loop one end of a rubber band through a hole and loop through the rubber band again to fasten (slip knot).
5. Take the other end of that same rubber band and stretch across the oval to the matching hole on the other side and fasten.  Do this for all the holes.
6. Using your pieces of card board cut out three inch long claws.
7. Glue or tape these claws to paper rings that fit around your fingers.  
8. Play your instrument.

Inquiry Center 3:  (Social Studies, Language Arts, Writing)

Deepening Question:
What form of written communication is used in Japan?  
How is this character writing different than the way we write?  
What is your perception of Japanese writing?

Materials:

Kata-kana chart (Japanese characters)

Black markers

Paper

lue, scissors

http://web-jpn.org/kidsweb/say/feature/system.html
	Language
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Three types of characters are used to write Japanese. Although Japanese is a completely different language from Chinese, the characters used to write Japanese originally came from China, where they are said to have been created thousands of years ago. These characters are called kanji and began as pictures. Over time the pictures changed, and most kanji no longer look like the original objects; they now stand for words or parts of words. There are about 2,000 kanji in regular use. Children learn 1,006 kanji in elementary school and another 939 in middle school.

In addition to kanji, Japanese has two sets of phonetic scripts, hiragana and katakana, both developed from kanji. Each set has 46 characters, which stand for syllables (usually including a consonant and a vowel, like "ka"). Combined with some extra dots used to mark changes of the original sounds, these characters are enough to express all the sounds of modern Japanese. Hiragana are used together with kanji to write ordinary Japanese words. Katakana are used to write words introduced from other languages, names of foreign people and places, sounds, and animal noises.

Japanese has many local dialects, called hogen. Different dialects have different words for the same things; there are also variations in accent and intonation, as well as in the endings attached to verbs and adjectives. Using the widely accepted standard spoken Japanese, however, people from different regions can communicate easily.
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   (DOUBLE CLICK ON THE BULLETS TO READ)
· Who wrote the first novel in the world, and what was it about? 

· How do you write a haiku? 

· What are the kanji, hiragana, and katakana that the Japanese use for writing? 

· How do people practice calligraphy? 

· Does the Japanese language have dialects?


Procedure: 

The Japanese written language includes pictures that stand for words.  Traditionally, Japanese write from top to bottom and begin from the right side.  These ancient characters are called Kanji.  Write a story incorporating as many of the Japanese picture words that you can.  (Use a minimum of four).  Use as many phonic words in the story as you can (Minimum of five).  Cut out the Japanese picture words and replace the words in your story with these pictures.

Next, pick three or more of the Japanese words that are on the back pocket chart.  Using the Kata-kana chart, see if you can decide what the Japanese word would look like in pictures.  Use black markers to draw the characters for each of the words you have selected.

Visit this site to write your name in Japanese:

http://www.asahi-net.or.jp/~FT5K-YMD/Yn.html
In your response journal, write a metaphor using this stem:  Japanese writing is _______________.

Inquiry Center 4: (Language Arts, Character Education, Multi-cultural component)

Folktales from Japan

Deepening Question:
How can folktales help us solve problems?  
How do folktales help us understand ourselves?  
What character traits do you notice that are similar in each folktale?  
What can be learned by responding to literature?
Folktales are a powerful entry for learning about any culture.  Students will recognize the characteristics of a folktale:

    Animals that act like humans

    Tell why things happen

    Has a moral

Visit this website:  http://web-jpn.org/kidsweb/folk.html
Have copies of Tom Thumb, Thumbelina, The Littles by John Peterson,  The Rainbabies by Llaura Krauss Melmed, The Elves and the Shoemaker  by Jacob Grimm, and /or any other books about “little” people.

Pick at least 2 of the folk tales from the website to partner read.

Next, everyone is required to read Issun-Boshi.  Issun means a unit measuring 3 centimeters. 

Synthesize the morals of the Japanese folktales read in their reflection journal. Also, discuss and define what a folktale is in their journal.

  Compare and contrast this folktale to Tom Thumb or Thumbelina using a graphic organizer such as  T-chart. 

Original Creation:

Students will create an original creation from all that was learned from the Japan unit in the form of a folktale or drama of choice.

Students will present their version of the Japan Readers’ Theatre

Sample Rubric for Creation Story Presentation

Method of presentation ________________________________________________

Name of story _______________________________________________________

Written report to accompany the presentation? Yes / No

Visual aids to accompany the story? Yes / No If yes, how many? ______________

VOICE:

 1                          2                   3                   4                         5

Inaudible    Too soft    Mostly heard    Easily audible    Audible with expression

EYE CONTACT WITH AUDIENCE / PRACTICE WITH REPORT:

1                           2                   3                   4                         5

None           Seldom    Occasionally      Frequently        Almost constant

STORY TELLING ASPECTS (variation of voice, audience participation, etc.):

1                          2                    3                   4                        5

None          Some        Occasionally      Frequently       Almost constant                                                                             

COMPLETENESS OF STORY:

1                             2                3                                      4                                                  5                                                           5

Many questions   Some    occasional    Audience can provide details unanswered   follow story 

VOCABULARY (precise, use of dialect, figurative language):

1                   2                   3                   4                       5               

Limited    Some    Understandable    Vivid        Creative usage

Comments:

Total _____________

Reflect:

Reflect throughout the unit in reflection journal

Using decision making, students will write at least two paragraphs regarding a choice of living in Japan or the United States.

Assessment

Students will compose group journey maps (center groups) to reflect their learning of the unit.

Students will have rubric assessment at each center (group, self, teacher)

Resources:

Above web sites and books in inquiry centers

Read-Aloud Books about Japan

Baker, Keith         
The Magic Fan

Bell, Lili               
The Sea Maidens of Japan

Bang, Molly         
The Paper Crane

Coerr, Eleanor     
Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes
Dalkey, Kara       
Little Sister

Dawson, Zoe       
Japan

Freidman, Ina       
How my Parents Learned to Eat

Hodges, Margaret    
The Boy who drew Cats

Kadono, Eiko       
Grandpa’s Soup 

Kudler, David     
The Seven Gods of Luck

Melmed, Laura   
Little Oh

Ray, Deborah     
Hokusai: The Man who Painted a Mountain

Say, Allen          
The Bicycle Man

Say, Allen          
The Inn-Keeper’s Apprentice

Say, Allen          
Tea with Milk

Sakurai, Gail      
Peach Boy, a Japanese Legend

Saito, Ioe           
The Adventures of Momotaro, the Peach Boy
Snyder, Dianne  
The Boy of the Three Year Nap

Cobb, Vicki.     
This Place is Crowded: Japan. New York: Walker and Comp., 1992.

Haskins, Jim.   
Count Your Way through Japan. Minneapolis: Carol rhoda, 1987.

Kalman, Maira. 
Sayonara, Mrs. Kackleman. New York: Viking, 1989. 

Wells, Ruth.       
 A to Zen. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1992. 
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