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Focus Statement: 
The students will understand that words can be used to resolve conflicts.
Concept:  


Making Peace by Using Words



Masterwork:  Section of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. . .  where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as brothers and sisters.”

Significant Question:  
How can we use words to help people treat one another better?


Character Traits (QCC’s/Standards) Addressed:

3
Topic: Citizenship 

Standard: Equality: the right and opportunity to develop one's potential as a human being.
7
Topic: Citizenship 

Standard: Tolerance: the allowable deviation from a standard. Indulgence for beliefs or practices differing from or conflicting with one's own.

11 
Topic: Respect for Others 

Standard: Altruism: concern for and motivation to act for the welfare of others.
11.1 Civility and cheerfulness: courtesy and politeness in action of speech.
11.2 Compassion, kindness and generosity: concern for suffering or distress of others and response to their feeling and needs.
11.3 Courtesy and cooperation: recognition of mutual interdependence with others resulting in polite treatment and respect for them.

Power Standards (Key GPS’s) Addressed that the Unit teaches to mastery:

SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history.

SS2CG3 The student will give examples of how the historic figures under study demonstrate the positive citizenship traits of honesty, dependability, liberty, trustworthiness, honor, civility, patience, and compassion.

Other Related Standards (QCC’s) Addressed (only if applicable):

See Inquiry Centers for other standards addressed in this unit.

Arts Standards (QCC’s) Addressed:

Strand: Visual Arts 

2
Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing 

Standard: Uses a variety of art materials and techniques to model, construct, and compose original artworks.
4
Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing 

Standard: Creates artworks based on close observation of familiar objects (representational artworks).

7 
Topic: Connections 

Standard: Applies concepts and ideas from another discipline and its topics as sources of ideas for own artworks.
Arts Partner Role/Contribution:




Check the appropriate answer(s)



Unit Planning

____ Yes   ___ No



Experience

____ Yes   ___ No



Inquire


____ Yes   ___ No



Create


__x_ Yes   ___ No



Reflect


_x  _ Yes   ___ No


An Arts Partner, a visual artist, will work with students to create a mural of the State of Georgia that depicts important historical figures (as listed by the GPS) as well as important geographical features (as listed by the GPS) highlighted.  Each study of historical figures will result in the completion of the appropriate section of GA for the mural.  In this unit, the focus will be on the Atlanta metro area of Georgia.  

Experience:

Materials needed:

The Picture Book of Ruby Bridges

Poster on which a portion of the “I Have a Dream” speech has been written

Video clip of Dr. King giving the speech

Procedure:
Read book, The Picture Book of Ruby Bridges, aloud, showing pictures. List the examples in the book of black people being treated differently than others. Talk about what has changed. Write a metaphor using this structure: Peace is _____________ because____________________. (Word in first blank should be a naming word.) Each child should illustrate his/her metaphor.
Display this section of King’s “I Have a Dream” speech for the students:

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character . . . where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as brothers and sisters.”

These sentences will be posted in the room throughout the unit, and students will be helped to memorize these particular lines.
Show a video clip of the “I Have a Dream” speech, noting when King says the highlighted parts of the speech.

Write a metaphor suing this structure: A dream is ____________ because ____________________. (Word in first blank should be a naming word.)Each student will illustrate his/her metaphor.

INQUIRY CENTERS:  READING SECTION
Deepening question for all groups:

 
How do the characters in these stories use words to make peace?
As stories are read during this unit, the following chart will be completed for each story. The filled-in chart will be reviewed throughout the unit. Stories will include those used in reading instruction as well as those used as read-alouds in the classroom. The teacher may also wish for children to include independently read books in the chart.

	Story title
	Conflict
	How words were or could have been used

	
	
	


Instruction will be in homogeneous groupings. After each group reads their assigned story, the chart will be completed.

GROUP 1
ELA2R1 The student quickly applies knowledge of letter-sound correspondence

and spelling patterns to decode unfamiliar words a.  Reads words containing blends, digraphs, and diphthongs.

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student. m. Recognizes the basic elements of a variety of genres (e.g., poetry, fables, folktales).

Character QCC—tolerance, cooperation

Procedures:

Read Hooway for Wodney Wat.  Have children list other commands that Rodney could have given in his game.  Add to the cumulative story summary chart. 
GROUP 2
LA2R1 The student quickly applies knowledge of letter-sound correspondence

and spelling patterns to decode unfamiliar words.  a. Reads words containing blends, digraphs, and diphthongs.

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student:  d. Recalls explicit facts and infers implicit facts.

Character QCC—tolerance, cooperation
Procedures:

Read Ruby the Copycat—Have children get in pairs and talk write down one thing that the two of them have in common and one thing about the two of them that is different. If time, have each child in the group pair with every other child in the group. Add to the cumulative story summary chart.
GROUP 3
ELA2R1 The student quickly applies knowledge of letter-sound correspondence

and spelling patterns to decode unfamiliar words.  (comparison words /er, /est)
ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student.  f. Distinguishes fact from fiction in a text.

Character QCC—cooperation, caring

Procedures:

Read Bootsie Barker Bites—Have children list qualities of a good friend. Add to the cumulative story summary chart.

Original Creation:

Cumulative Story chart will be reviewed by all students. Each reading group will contribute to the story chart for the classroom. Teacher may also assign each child or designated children to use an independently read book in the chart
Reflect:

Each student will read independently from selection of books.  Students will provide a description of story segments where words could have been used to make a peaceful conclusion to the problem.  (A list of recommended books can be found in the list of resources at the end of this unit.)

Assessment rubric-- http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/rdg/hme/rubrics/2/opinion/index.thtml&grades=k_5&alt=K-5

INQUIRY CENTERS: LITERACY SECTION
CENTER#1:  LEARN A PORTION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’S 
“I HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH.
Inquire — How did MLK use the words to help people understand what he was saying?
Create — Put the words in order to complete the quotation.

Reflect — Think about how you can say the words so someone listening would understand how much you believe in what you are saying.

Materials needed:  

1. Portion of “I Have a Dream” speech with phrases out of order. (Blackline master attached.) 
2. scissors and glue

3. background for gluing—heavy paper or cardstock. Should be folded into 8 page booklet.
4. cassette tape with portion of speech recorded—from recording by Dr. King

5. cassette player
Procedure:
Follow directions as printed on poster:  Take paper strips out of envelope. Put in order of the speech by Dr. King. After putting the strips in order, listen to portion of speech by Dr. King on the tape player to check accuracy of order of strips. After accuracy is checked, glue the strips down and illustrate the words. Read the speech portion to a partner with expression.
Assessment:  
Have partner check accuracy of order of the strips, then use this rubric, earning one point for each: 
· Strips glued neatly on paper

· Speech portion read with expression.

· Illustration matches the words.
CENTER #2:  REWRITE A FOLK OR FAIRY TALE
Inquire —How could stories turn out differently if words are used peacefully? 
Create — Use a familiar tale such as Goldilocks and rewrite.
Reflect — Present story to other class members either as pantomime or play.
ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student:
f. Begins to write a response to literature that demonstrates understanding of the

text and expresses and supports an opinion.
ELA2LSV1 The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate. The

student: b. Begins to use oral language for different purposes: to inform, to persuade,

and to entertain.

Materials needed:


Copies of different versions of folk and fairy tales. Some that are especially appropriate for this topic are: Three Billy Goats Gruff, Three Bears, Little Red Hen, Three Little Pigs

Procedures:

· In groups of three or four, choose a folk or fairy tale from class collection or from personal collection if approved by teacher.
· Choose segments of story that could be changed by using words to make peace.

· Rewrite the ending of the story to reflect the effect of the peace-making words.

Assessment:

Writer’s and Performer’s Checklist

__/1 
  (
We chose a folk or fairy tale that we had heard before.

__/3 
  (
Our story includes at least two segments where what the character says makes the    story have a more peaceful ending.

__/2 
  (
All of the sentences belong in the story.

__/2 
  (
We carefully chose the words for our story.
__/2 
  (
We correctly capitalized and punctuated each sentence.

__/2 
  (
We checked our spelling.
__/2 
  (
We carefully planned our presentation to the class.
__/3 
  (
We carefully presented the peaceful words parts of our story.
__/3 
  (
Each member of the group did his/her part in writing this story.

CENTER #3
Inquire — What else do you want to know about Martin Luther King, Jr.?

Create — Write a letter.

Reflect — If an answer is received, discuss with classmates.

ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. 

Materials needed:

1. Paper, both lined and unlined

2. Envelopes

Procedure:

Write a letter to one of Dr. King’s children asking him or her any questions you have about Dr. King’s life and accomplishments. Send the letter to the King Center in Atlanta.
Address:  
The King Center



449 Auburn Avenue



Atlanta, GA  30312

Assessment:  
Use friendly letter rubric from this website:
http://www.oswego.org/testprep/ela4/g/friendlyletterrubric.cfm

INQUIRY CENTERS:  SOCIAL STUDIES SECTION

Experience:

Divide students into four teams.  Assign two of the eight character traits to each of the teams. (The eight character traits emphasized in the second grade Social Studies GPS are:  honesty, dependability, liberty, trustworthiness, honor, civility, patience, and compassion.) Those four teams look for definitions in various sources and come up with one definition of each of the traits.  Those teams are now considered the experts on their assigned traits.

Using resources as listed in bibliography, give at least one example in Dr. King’s life of each of those character qualities.

CENTER #1:  BASIC FACTS OF KING’S LIFE
Inquire — What are some important facts about Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life?

Create — Find answers to questions on websites and record.

Reflect — What is the most important accomplishment for which Martin Luther King, Jr.    will be remembered?

SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history:  a. identify the contributions made by these historic figures: Martin Luther King, Jr. (leadership and human rights)
Materials needed:

1. Notebook paper
2. Pencils

3. Computer

Procedure:

Complete Internet scavenger hunt on Martin Luther King, Jr.: http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/ljudkins/mlksh.htm
Assessment:  Answers checked for accuracy.

CENTER #2:  MAP SKILLS
Inquire — Where did Martin Luther King, Jr. live in relation to where I live?

Create — Draw a map from Jasper to Atlanta.

Reflect — Compare path to one suggested by mapquest.

SS2G2 The student will describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figures in SS2H1 a. identify specific locations significant to the life and times of each historic figure on a political map

Materials needed:

1. Laminated road maps of Georgia

2. Wipe-off pens

Procedure:

Working in teams and using GA road map, locate Jasper, and then locate Atlanta. Plan route by drawing over the roads with wipe-off pen.   Write directions for traveling from Jasper to Atlanta.  Estimate the number of miles. 

Assessment: 

After writing directions, students will compare their directions with directions from www.mapquest.com.

On large map of GA posted in the room, mark the location of Atlanta and identify the area of GA in which Atlanta in located.  This would be the procedure for each of the historical figures listed in SS2H1.

CENTER #3:  CHARACTER TRAITS SHOWN BY MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
Inquire — What are the important character traits, what do the words mean, and how do they relate to Martin Luther King, Jr.?

Create — Make matching groups of three cards.

Reflect — Compare examples on cards with those discovered by “experts” during watching video and listening to book (Experience portion).

SS2CG3 The student will give examples of how the historic figures under study demonstrate the positive citizenship traits of honesty, dependability, liberty, trustworthiness, honor, civility, patience, and compassion.

Materials needed:

Teacher-made cards for game:  8 cards on which character trait is named, 8 cards on which students are given words broken by syllables and a definition of each word (from www. Wordcentral.com), and 8 cards on which 8 facts about Martin Luther King, Jr. and his work are listed which illustrate the character traits.  (Blackline master of cards is attached.)  (These cards could be made self-correcting by placing matching pictures on the backs of each matching trio.  I used signs for each trait from Signing Exact English, but pictures of national and state symbols, famous buildings, etc. could also be used.)

Procedure:

Students work in pairs to match trios of cards.

Assessment:

Check accuracy by looking on backs of cards.  If pictures match, correct matches have been made.

CENTER #4: TIMELINE
Inquire — What other events were happening in the country and world during King’s experiences?

Create — Create a timeline to show those events.

Reflect — Does the sequence make sense?

SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history.

Materials needed:  Large timeline for classroom display

Procedure:
Develop a timeline by using the information from these websites: 
 http://www.liu.edu/cwis/cwp/library/mlking.htm
http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/taverna/98/king.htm
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/hum/mlk/srs216.html
On large timeline posted in the room, mark significant dates of the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.  This would be the procedure for each of the historical figures listed in SS2H1.

Assessment:  
Accuracy of dates and sequencing

Overall Creation:
An Arts Partner, a visual artist, will work with students in creating mural of state of Georgia with important historical figures as well as important geographical features highlighted.  Each study of historical figures will result in the completion of the appropriate section of GA for the mural.  In this unit, focus will be on the metro Atlanta area of Georgia.  

Overall Reflection:
How did Martin Luther King, Jr. use words to help bring about peace?  Write a paragraph explaining your answer.  Use the following rubric to assess your paragraph:

http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/rdg/hme/rubrics/2/opinion/index.thtml&grades=k_5&alt=K-5

Culminating Activity:

Procedure:

Each student will write a story of his/her own using a character who uses words to help make peace. The story can be a retelling of a folk or fairy tale (Student should use one that is different than the one used in the literacy center.).  The story will then be illustrated.
Assessment: 
Writer’s Checklist

__/3 
  (
My first sentence makes someone want to read the story.

__/3 
  (
My story includes a beginning, middle, and end.

__/3 
  (
My story includes at least two examples of words being used to make peace.
__/2 
  (
All of my sentences belong in the story.

__/2 
  (
My story sounds like I am talking to the reader.

__/2 
  (
I carefully thought about which words I wanted to use.

__/1 
  (
My paragraph sounds right when I read it aloud.

__/2 
  (
I correctly capitalized and punctuated each sentence.

__/2 
  (
I checked my spelling.

Resources:

The Story of Ruby Bridges, Scholastic Books
“In Search of Freedom: Excerpts From His Most Memorable Speeches”, 

CD audio, PGD Special Markets

“Martin Luther King, Jr.—I Have a Dream”, DVD, MPI Home Video

Books about using words peacefully that can be used in guided reading or for independent reading and writing:

Bonsall, Crosby:  And I Mean It, Stanley
Bottner, Barbara:  Bootsie Barker Bites

Brett, Jan:  Goldilocks

DePaola, Tomie:  Oliver Button Is a Sissy

Friedman, Ina:  How My Parents Learned to Eat

Galdone, Paul:  Three Billy Goats Gruff

Henkes, Kevin:  Chrysanthemum

Henkes, Kevin:  Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse

Keats, Ezra Jack:  Peter’s Chair

Kellogg, Steven:  three Little Pigs

Lester, Helen:  Hooway for Wodney Wat

Lionni, Leo:  It’s Mine

McGovern, Ann:  Stone Soup

Muldrow, Diane:  Little Red Hen

Naylor, Phyllis:  King of the Playground

Polacco, Patricia:  My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother

Rathman, Peggy:  Ruby the Copycat

Thompson, Tolya:  Loud Lips Lucy

Thompson, Tolya:  Worry Wart Wes

Udry, Janice:  Let’s Be Enemies

Waber, Barnard:  Ira Sleeps Over

Zolotow, Charlotte:  The Quarreling Book

Zolotow, Charlotte:  The Hating Book
Experience blackline master

Sequence of Phrases in the Speech
Each box below contains a phrase from Dr. King’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech.  Cut out the boxes and put them in order.  Once you have the correct order, glue them in your book in that order.  Illustrate each page.
	
	I have a dream that my four little children 

	

	
	but by the content of their character. . . .


	

	
	they will not be judged by the color of their skin 


	

	
	and walk together as brothers and sisters.

	

	
	Where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands


	

	
	will one day live in a nation where 


	

	
	with little white boys and white girls 

	


Social Studies Inquiry Center#3
	lib-er-ty—

freedom
	de-pend-a-bil-i-ty—capable of being relied upon

	hon-or—

a good name, public admiration
	pa-tience—

putting up with hardships calmly and without complaint

	ci-vil-i-ty—
courtesy, politeness
	hon-es-ty—
the state of being honest or truthful

	com-pas-sion—

sorrow caused by the suffering of another
	trust-wor-thi-ness—

deserving confidence


	civility
	honesty

	compassion
	liberty

	dependability
	trustworthiness

	honor
	patience


	Dr. King led the first large non-violent demonstration for civil rights, boycotting the Montgomery AL bus system so that black people would have the right to the same transportation as whites.--compassion
	Dr. King campaigned for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that gave the right to vote and hold public office to black people. --liberty

	Dr. King told his followers to keep working toward black rights, that things would not change in a day.--patience
	In 1964, Martin Luther King, Jr. was awarded the Noble Prize for Peace for his efforts at establishing civil rights in the United States.--honor

	He promised the people of Alabama that he would help them win voting rights and organized a march to focus on those rights.--dependability
	Once the civil rights movement had begun, other black leaders encouraged violence as a way to get rights. Dr. King felt that peaceful resistance was the right way to earn rights.--civility

	When Martin was a young boy, he worked hard in school, and did not --honesty
	When black city employees in Memphis were boycotting, Dr. King went to Memphis to help even though his life had been threatened.--trustworthiness
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