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The Giving Tree
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angelia.williams@cobbk12.org
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Harmony Leland Elementary School
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Public
Grade Level Range:  
Kindergarten 

Special Education Unit:     
No
Focus Statement:
At the completion of this unit, the students will understand various ways to show generosity.

Concept: 


Generosity
Masterwork:  

The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein

Significant Question:   
What gifts could you give to show generosity?
Character Traits (QCC’s/Standards) Addressed: 

Topic: Respect for Others 

11.2 Compassion, kindness and generosity: concern for suffering or distress of others and response to their feeling and needs.

Power Standards Addressed (GA Performance Standards) that the Unit teaches to mastery:

Comprehension

ELAKR6 The Student gains meaning from orally presented text. The Student

a. Listens to and reads a variety of literary and informational texts and materials to gain knowledge and for pleasure.

b. Makes predictions from pictures and titles.

c. Asks and answers questions about essential narrative elements.

f. Uses prior knowledge, graphic features, and graphic organizers to understand text.

g. Connects life experiences to read-aloud text.

h. Retells important facts in the student’s own words.

Writing

ELAKW1 The student begins to understand the principles of writing. The student
a. Writes or dictates to describe familiar persons, places, objects, or experience.

b. Uses drawings, letters, and phonetically spelled words to create meaning.

Arts Standards (QCC’s) Addressed:

Topic: Connections 

Standard: Applies concepts and ideas from another discipline and its topics as sources of ideas for own artworks. 
Arts Partner Role/Contribution:

Check the appropriate answer(s)



Unit Planning

____ Yes      X__ No



Experience

_ __ Yes      X__   No



Inquire


__ __Yes      X__ No



Create


__X Yes       __    No



Reflect


__ _ Yes       X_   No


Please explain:  Arts Partners will be used to implement the Inquiry Section of the unit. Each student will be asked to create a Giving Tree of their own during designated Artful Learning™ time (art hour).  A small group of students will be asked to redesign The Giving Tree and replace the tree parts with their relating factors The music partner was assigned to our music department to assist with character education promotions.  Along with our school music teacher, the arts partner arranged the musical composition for the Generosity Song (mentioned in the third section of the Experience door.).

Experience: 

1. Teacher ask students to predict what they think the book might be about 


just by looking at the cover of the book. Then discuss what the title infers about the book. Student’s predictions will be recorded on a Story Map.
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2. Masterwork is read aloud to students, using an animated voice for the tree and a child-like voice for the boy. During the reading, facts, statements and information related to the predictions and questions will be recorded on the story map. 

3. The teacher will brainstorm words of generosity with the students on a Circle Map.  Along with the arts partner, they will take the words and create lyrics to make a song. This is the finished version of the written with the collaboration of our arts partner.

Generosity
Generosity to me.

Generosity, you see,

Is the way we want to be.

It’s a generous world for me!

It’s a world of giving and sharing with friends.

It’s a way of caring, being nice even when

Others don’t, we’ll be strong

Showing love to right the wrong!

It’s a generous world to me.

4.  After reading the masterwork, and writing the song, the teacher will revisit the predictions made by the students prior to reading the book.

	What we know, question, and predict about this story: (Title here)

	BEFORE READING
	DURING READING
	AFTER READING

	
	
	


Inquiry:
Center 1:

Deepening Question:   How can we exemplify acts of giving?
1. Brainstorm the generous gifts offered to the boy using analogies (Bridge Map).

Teacher will demonstrate how to use a Bridge Map.  A Bridge Map is a graphic organizer that applies the process of visualizing analogies.  In Whole Group, we will identify the similarities between the relating factors of the gifts given by the tree.
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Apple                   
Branches

Money

  
House




 



Trunk


Stump

   Boat


Resting Place

2. Discuss the contextual clues of the gifts offered by the tree. The tree gave the boy her apples to receive money, branches to build a house, her trunk to build a boat, her stump as a resting place for the boy. 
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3. Fill in the Story Matrix (using the elements of a Story) comparing how each story title exemplifies acts of giving.

	              Title
	      Author
	Characters
	    Setting
	Acts of Giving

	The Giving Tree
	
	
	
	

	The Mitten Tree
	
	
	
	

	Rainbow Fish
	
	
	
	

	Stone Soup
	
	
	
	


Original Creation: 

Students will be asked to design a tree that exemplifies being generous to others. The tree needs to relate to the generous offers that can be given and not taken for granted.


          Examples: The Tree of Love (tree of hearts). 
              The Tree of Knowledge (a tree of books).

              The Tree of Life (a tree of babies).
              The Tree of Good Character (a tree of Character Ed. Word).

1. Students will redesign The Giving Tree with the analogies of what the tree offered the boy.   The trunk would be replaced with a boat frame; the apples would be replaced with money, etc. 

2. Students will recreate each book title ( The Mitten, Rainbow Fish and Stone 

Soup) using torn paper as an Art medium.

Reflect:

Students will fill in the missing letters to complete the Cloze List of the gifts offered to the boy by the tree.


Apple

=  
m _ _ _ _ 

(money)

branches
=   
h _ _ _ _ 

(house)

tree    

=   
b _ _ _


(boat)

stump

=   
resting pl _ _ _

(place)
Students will write a paragraph about their Giving Tree. The main idea (1) is the kind of tree they selected. They will give three details (2,2,2,) about the tree, and restate the main idea. For example: 





1. 
The Tree of Love.


2.
My tree bares hearts that give love to all.


2.
My tree gives hugs whenever you pass it.


2.
My tree blows kisses when you are too far to visit.


1.
The Tree of Love.

Students will be assessed by their reflection of completing the Double Bubble Map

(or Venn Diagram) comparing and contrasting two stories discussed in the unit.

For example: The Giving Tree and The Mitten Tree.


Students will act out the parts of the book using a body sock.  One student will form the shape of the tree and demonstrate how the tree lost body parts as she generously gave gifts to the little boy. The student will step into the body sock and transform into the different levels to show how the tree started out as a tall tree and ended up as a small stump.

Resources:

Internet Resources
http://www.cobbk12.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/
http://picasso.cobbk12.org/
http://www.books.com/
Read-Aloud Book

Silverstein, Shel
The Giving Tree

Submit:  Units are reviewed by Susan Hanson and Dr. Richard Benjamin for possible publication on the CTTA website.  In order to be published, the units must effectively integrate arts agencies/teaching artists and the Artful Learning™ education reform model with proven character education strategies.  
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