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Title of Unit:

Unexpected Heroes



Author:  

Linda Judkins

Email Address:  
lindajudkins@pickens.k12.ga.us



School:

Jasper Elementary School



Public or Private School:
Public
Grade Level Range:   
2nd Grade
Special Education Unit:     
No
Focus Statement: 
The students will understand that everyone has something to contribute for the good of all.

Concept:  

Unexpected heroes



Masterwork:  
The Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer, a children’s book by Jimmy Carter


Significant Question:  What makes a hero?


Character Traits (QCC’s/Standards) Addressed:

3
Topic: Citizenship 

Standard: Equality: the right and opportunity to develop one's potential as a human being.

7
Topic: Citizenship 

Standard: Tolerance: the allowable deviation from a standard. Indulgence for beliefs or practices differing from or conflicting with one's own.

11
Topic: Respect for Others 

Standard: Altruism: concern for and motivation to act for the welfare of others.
11.1 Civility and cheerfulness: courtesy and politeness in action of speech.
11.2 Compassion, kindness and generosity: concern for suffering or distress of others and response to their feeling and needs.
11.3 Courtesy and cooperation: recognition of mutual interdependence with others resulting in polite treatment and respect for them.
Power Standards (Key GPS’s) Addressed that the Unit teaches to mastery:

SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history.

SS2G2 The student will describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figures in SS2H1 SS2CG2 The student will identify the roles of the following elected officials: president (leader of our nation)


SS2CG3 The student will give examples of how the historic figures under study demonstrate the positive citizenship traits of honesty, dependability, liberty, trustworthiness, honor, civility, patience, and compassion.

Arts Standards (QCC’s) Addressed:

Strand: Visual Arts
2
Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing 

Standard: Uses a variety of art materials and techniques to model, construct, and compose original artworks.

4
Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing 

Standard: Creates artworks based on close observation of familiar objects (representational artworks).

6 
Topic: Connections 

Standard: Discusses how culture and environment provide inspiration for creating artworks

Arts Partner Role/Contribution:




Check the appropriate answer(s)



Unit Planning

____ Yes   ___ No



Experience

____ Yes   ___ No



Inquire


____ Yes   ___ No



Create


_x__ Yes   ___ No



Reflect


_x  _ Yes   ___ No



Please explain:
A visual artist will help with the creation of a mural depicting historical figures.
Experience:


Read book, Little Baby Snoogle Fleejer aloud without showing pictures.

Copy paragraph describing the Snoogle-Fleejer.  Hand out and ask students to circle adjectives, then each student will draw a Snoogle Fleejer from the written description.  (Page is attached.) After appropriate amount of time, have students self-check their drawings by checking off each adjective from the description in the book that could also be used to describe their drawn monster.

Do a “Role on the Wall” description of the Snoogle-Fleejer by drawing an outline of a monster on a large piece of chart paper.  Around the outline, write words that describe how others saw the monster—scary, huge, mean, etc.  Inside the outline, write words that describe how the monster really was—caring, considerate, etc.  Do a similar outline for Jeremy.  Discuss likenesses and differences of the two “roles on the wall.”  

Introduce the terms “unexpected hero” and “misunderstood monster.”  Ask the children for examples in stories they have read or heard that have those heroes and/or monsters.  Examples—Charlotte in Charlotte’s Web, Heffalump in Pooh stories, Snufflupagus and Big Bird on Sesame Street,  Keep a list of those characters so that the children can add character names as they think of them.

INQUIRY CENTERS:  READING SECTION
Deepening question for all groups:

What do the unexpected heroes we are reading about have in common?
Instruction in homogeneous groupings

GROUP 1

Power Standards:

ELA2R1 The student quickly applies knowledge of letter-sound correspondence

and spelling patterns to decode unfamiliar words a.  Reads words containing blends, digraphs, and diphthongs.

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student. m. Recognizes the basic elements of a variety of genres (e.g., poetry, fables, folktales).

Character QCC—tolerance, cooperation

Procedures:

Read The Enormous Turnip—Do a role on the wall for the mouse.  How is the mouse an unexpected hero?  Use a Venn Diagram to compare each “unexpected hero” to the Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer.  (Blackline master for Venn Diagram attached.)  Complete chart for this story.

GROUP 2
Power Standards:

LA2R1 The student quickly applies knowledge of letter-sound correspondence

and spelling patterns to decode unfamiliar words.  a. Reads words containing blends, digraphs, and diphthongs.

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student:  d. Recalls explicit facts and infers implicit facts.

Character QCC—tolerance, cooperation
Procedures:

Read The Lion and the Mouse—Do a role on the wall for the mouse.  How is the mouse an unexpected hero?  Use a Venn Diagram to compare each “unexpected hero” to the Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer.  (Blackline master for Venn Diagram attached.)  Complete chart for this story.

GROUP 3

Power Standards:

ELA2R1 The student quickly applies knowledge of letter-sound correspondence

and spelling patterns to decode unfamiliar words.  (comparison words /er, /est)
ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student.  f. Distinguishes fact from fiction in a text.

Character QCC—cooperation, caring

Procedures:

Read The Story of Balto-- Do a role on the wall for Balto.  How is the Balto an unexpected hero?  Use a Venn Diagram to compare each “unexpected hero” to the Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer.  (Blackline master for Venn Diagram attached.)  Complete chart for this story.

GROUP 4

Power Standards:
ELA2R1 The student quickly applies knowledge of letter-sound correspondence

and spelling patterns to decode unfamiliar words. d. Reads and spells words containing r-controlled vowels and silent letters.

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student:  k. Identifies and infers cause-and-effect relationships.

Character QCC—cooperation, tolerance

Procedures:

Read The Little Engine That Could-- Do a role on the wall for the little engine.  How is the little engine an unexpected hero?  Use a Venn Diagram to compare each “unexpected hero” to the Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer.  (Blackline master for Venn Diagram attached.) Complete chart for this story.

	Title
	Important Characters
	Beginning
	Middle
	Ending

	
	
	Setting
	Problem
	Feeling
	Attempts to solve problem
	Solution to the problem

	Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer
	Jeremy, Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer
	
	Jeremy’s mom is sick, needs surgery
	Sad, helpless
	Jeremy helps mom with chores, keeps her company
	LBSF brings gold from sunken treasure to pay for surgery

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


(Chart will be used throughout the unit of study and will be reviewed at each new story read.)

Original Creation:

Each group will create “Role on the Wall” for the unexpected hero in their story, and will construct a Venn diagram comparing their unexpected hero to the Baby Snoogle-Fleejer.

Each group will also contribute to the story chart for the classroom, 
Reflect:

Each student will read independently from selection of books.  The “unexpected hero” will be identified and a paragraph written about that unexpected hero.  (A list of recommended books can be found in the list of resources at the end of this unit.)

Assessment rubric-- http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/rdg/hme/rubrics/2/opinion/index.thtml&grades=k_5&alt=K-5

INQUIRY CENTERS: LITERACY SECTION
CENTER#1:  MAKE YOUR OWN HERO MONSTER
Inquire — How can you use shapes to build a Hero monster?

Create — Make the Hero monster.

Reflect — Answer questions about the shapes used in your monster.


Power Standards:
M2D1. Students will create simple tables and graphs and interpret their meaning.

M2N5. Students will represent and interpret quantities and relationships using mathematical expressions including equality and inequality signs (=, <, >).

Materials needed:  

1. templates of basic shapes—circle, square, rectangle, oval, triangle—to be used for tracing shapes onto various papers

2. scissors and glue

3. background for gluing—heavy paper or cardstock

4. worksheet (Blackline master attached.)

Procedure:

Follow directions as printed on worksheet:  Construct a monster using shapes drawn with the available stencils and cut out.  Do not paste the shapes until you have completed the graph below.  You may use any of the colors of paper available, but may use only cut-out shapes, no drawings, for your monster.  After completing the graph and the questions, you may glue your monster on paper, give it a name. Only basic shapes can be used and monster must fit on background paper.

Assessment:  
Have partner check accuracy of numbers of shapes, then use this rubric, earning one point for each:

· Graph neat and accurate

· Monster glued neatly on paper

· Mathematical symbols used correctly (one point for each used accurately)

CENTER #2:  VALUE OF TOKENS
Inquire — Use tokens to build specific values.

Create — Charts of tokens used..

Reflect — Check answers, determine other correct answers..


Power Standards:
M2N1. Students will understand the place value representation of whole numbers

through four digits:  c. Use money as a medium of exchange. Count back change and use decimal notation and the dollar and cent symbols to represent a collection of coins and currency
M2P1. Students will solve problems that arise in mathematics and in other

contexts.

Materials needed:

1. Colored tokens

2. Small storage bags with tokens:

3. Bag A—2 green, 4 blue, 4 white, 4 red, 4 orange, 1 purple

4. Bag B—1 green, 4 blue, 4 white, 4 red, 4 orange, 2 purple

5. Bag C—2 green, 4 blue, 4 white, 4 red, 4 orange, 2 purple

6. Bag D—1 green, 4 blue, 4 white, 4 red, 4 orange, 1 purple

7. Problem cards (Blackline master attached.)

Procedures:

Follow directions on problem cards.  Record answers on answer sheets.

Assessment:

Answer sheets will be checked for accuracy with answer key (attached).
CENTER #3
Inquire — What else do you want to know about Jimmy Carter?

Create — Write a letter.

Reflect — If an answer is received, discuss with classmates.

Power Standards:

ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. 

Materials needed:

1. Paper, both lined and unlined

2. Envelopes

Procedure:

Write a letter to President Carter asking him any questions you have about his life and accomplishments.

Assessment:  
Use friendly letter rubric from this website:
http://www.oswego.org/testprep/ela4/g/friendlyletterrubric.cfm

CENTER #4
Inquire — What sequence of events happened in the story?

Create — Make a book with specific occurrences in the correct order.

Reflect — Read your order, and decide if your sequence makes sense..

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level

text. The student:  Recalls explicit facts and infers implicit facts.
Materials needed:

1. Blackline master with eight happenings in story listed

2. Paper

3. Glue

4. Stapler

Procedure:

Student will follow directions on copy of blackline master.

Assessment:  
Have partner check sequence.  Then use this rubric: One point for each item:

· All sentences in order of sequence in story.

· Pictures match the sentences.

· Drawings add other details from the story.

· Title page includes:  title, author, illustrator

INQUIRY CENTERS:  SOCIAL STUDIES SECTION

Experience:


Divide students into four teams.  Assign two of the eight character traits to each of the teams. (The eight character traits emphasized in the second grade Social Studies GPS are:  honesty, dependability, liberty, trustworthiness, honor, civility, patience, and compassion.) Those four teams look for definitions in various sources and come up with one definition of each of the traits.  Those teams are now considered the experts on their assigned traits.

Read From Peanuts to President.  As teacher reads, students make notes of events in the book that relate to their assigned character trait.  After the book is read, examples of each trait will be listed on a chart.

Watch the A&E video, Biography:  Jimmy Carter.  While watching, students will make notes of events related to the character trait of which they are the expert.  After watching the video, add to the list began with the reading of the book.

CENTER #1:  BASIC FACTS OF CARTER’S LIFE
Inquire — What are some important facts about Jimmy Carter’s life?

Create — Find answers to questions on websites and record.

Reflect — What is the most important accomplishment for which President Carter will be remembered?


Power Standards:

SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history:  a. identify the contributions made by these historic figures: Jimmy Carter (leadership and human rights)
Materials needed:

1. Notebook paper
2. Pencils

3. Computer

Procedure:

Complete Internet scavenger hunt on Jimmy Carter: http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/ljudkins/jcartersh.htm
Assessment:  Answers checked for accuracy.

CENTER #2:  MAP SKILLS
Inquire — Where does Jimmy Carter live in relation to where I live?

Create — Draw a map from Jasper to Plains.

Reflect — Compare path to one suggested by mapquest.

Power Standard:

SS2G2 The student will describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figures in SS2H1 a. identify specific locations significant to the life and times of each historic figure on a political map

Materials needed:

1. Laminated road maps of Georgia

2. Wipe-off pens

Procedure:

Working in teams and using GA road map, locate Jasper, and then locate Plains. Plan route by drawing over the roads with wipe-off pen.   Write directions for traveling from Jasper to Plains.  Estimate the number of miles. 

Assessment: 

After writing directions, students will compare their directions with directions from www.mapquest.com.

On large map of GA posted in the room, mark the location of Plains and identify the area of GA in which Plains in located.  This would be the procedure for each of the historical figures listed in SS2H1.

CENTER #3:  CHARACTER TRAITS SHOWN BY PRESIDENT CARTER
Inquire — What are the important character traits, what do the words mean, and how do they relate to President Carter?

Create — Make matching groups of three cards.

Reflect — Compare examples on cards with those discovered by “experts” during watching video and listening to book (Experience portion).

SS2CG3 The student will give examples of how the historic figures under study demonstrate the positive citizenship traits of honesty, dependability, liberty, trustworthiness, honor, civility, patience, and compassion.

Materials needed:

Teacher-made cards for game:  8 cards on which character trait is named, 8 cards on which students are given words broken by syllables and a definition of each word (from www. Wordcentral.com), and 8 cards on which 8 facts about Jimmy Carter and his work are listed which illustrate the character traits.  (Blackline master of cards is attached.)  (These cards could be made self-correcting by placing matching pictures on the backs of each matching trio.  I used signs for each trait from Signing Exact English, but pictures of national and state symbols, famous buildings, etc. could also be used.)

Procedure:

Students work in pairs to match trios of cards.

Assessment:

Check accuracy by looking on backs of cards.  If pictures match, correct matches have been made.

CENTER #4: TIMELINE
Inquire — What other events were happening in the country and world during Carter’s experiences?

Create — Create a timeline to show those events.

Reflect — Does the sequence make sense?


Power Standard:

SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history.

Materials needed:  Large timeline for classroom display

Procedure:
Develop a timeline by using the information from these three pages of the Jimmy Carter Library website: 
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/documents/jec/jecbio_p.phtml
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/documents/jec/chron.phtml
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/documents/jec/postchro.phtml
On large timeline posted in the room, mark significant dates of the life of Jimmy Carter.  This would be the procedure for each of the historical figures listed in SS2H1.

Assessment:  
Accuracy of dates and sequencing

Overall Creation:
An Arts Partner, a visual artist, will work with students in creating mural of state of Georgia with important historical figures as well as important geographical features highlighted.  Each study of historical figures will result in the completion of the appropriate section of GA for the mural.  In this unit, focus will be on the piedmont area of Georgia.  

Overall Reflection:
How is Jimmy Carter an unexpected hero?  Write a paragraph explaining your answer.  Use the following rubric to assess your paragraph:

http://www.eduplace.com/cgi-bin/schtemplate.cgi?template=/rdg/hme/rubrics/2/opinion/index.thtml&grades=k_5&alt=K-5

Culminating Activity:

Procedure:

Each student will write a story of his/her own using an unexpected hero.  It could be a story that a parent or grandparent has told.  Illustrate the story written, as Amy Carter did for her Dad’s story.

Assessment: 
Writer’s Checklist

__/3 
  (
My first sentence makes someone want to read the story.

__/3 
  (
My story includes a beginning, middle, and end.

__/3 
  (
My story includes an unexpected hero.  That hero is _______.

__/2 
  (
All of my sentences belong in the story.

__/2 
  (
My story sounds like I am talking to the reader.

__/2 
  (
I carefully thought about which words I wanted to use.

__/1 
  (
My paragraph sounds right when I read it aloud.

__/2 
  (
I correctly capitalized and punctuated each sentence.

__/2 
  (
I checked my spelling.

Resources:

Carter, Jimmy - The Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer

From Peanuts to President
Jimmy Carter:  An A&E Biography

Books about unexpected heroes that can be used in guided reading or  for independent reading and writing:

Brett, Jan:  Daisy Comes Home

Brown, Marc:  Arthur Babysits

Curtis, Gavin:  The Bat Boy and the Violin

DePaola, Tomie:  The Art Lesson

Gross, Ruth:  The Bremen Town Musicians

Hall, Zoe:  The Surprise Garden

Herman, Gail:  The Lion and the Mouse

Hoose, Hannah:  Hey, Little Ant

Lionni, Leo:  Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse

Lionni, Leo:  Swimmy

Monjo, F.N:  The Drinking Gourd

Piper, Watty:  Little Engine That Could

Pollaco, Patricia:  Chicken Sunday

Standiford, Natalie:  The Bravest Dog Ever: The True Story of Balto

Stanley, Diane:  Raising Sweetness

Stanley, Diane:  Saving Sweetness

Steig, William:  Amos and Boris

Tolstoy, Alexi:  The Enormous Turnip

Watts, Bernadette:  The Lion and the Mouse

Williams, Vera:  A Chair for My Mother

Submit:  Units are reviewed by Susan Hanson and Dr. Richard Benjamin for possible publication on the CTTA website.  In order to be published, the units must effectively integrate arts agencies/teaching artists and the Artful Learning™ education reform model with proven character education strategies.  

	The monster’s eyes were as big as softballs, its ears hung down like large burlap bags, there were spines on top of its head and down its back, and there seemed to be a hundred huge teeth in its gaping mouth.  The beast was ugly and frightening, but strangely, he seemed to be smiling.


Circle the adjectives, then draw what you think the monster looks like.
Comparison of Jeremy and the Little Baby Snoogle Fleejer

Venn Diagram
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Literacy Center #1

MAKE YOUR OWN HERO MONSTER
Construct a hero monster using shapes drawn with the available stencils and cut out.  Do not paste the shapes until you have completed the graph below.  You may use any of the colors of paper available, but may use only cut-out shapes, no drawings for your monster.  After completing the graph and the questions, you may glue your hero monster on paper, then give it a name.
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	circles
	ovals
	squares
	rectangles
	triangles


1. Which shape did you use the most?

2. Fill in the correct mathematical symbol ( < = > ) between the names of the shapes to correctly complete the following statements:

· # of circles_______# of ovals

· # of rectangles_________# of squares

· # of rectangles________# of triangles

· # of ovals_________# of rectangles

· # of circles_________# of squares

· # of triangles _______# of ovals
Center #2 - Value of Tokens
Record your answers by coloring in the circles on the answer sheet.

	Values:  

Green

$1.00

Blue

$.50

White

$.25

Red

$.10

Orange

$.05

Purple

$.01


	Using the tokens in Bag A:

1. What three tokens would equal $.65?

2. What seven tokens would equal $2.42?

3. What five tokens would equal $1.40?

4. What three tokens in Bag A would equal the highest value?

5. What three tokens in Bag A would equal the lowest value?



	Values:  

Green

$1.00

Blue

$.50

White

$.25

Red

$.10

Orange

$.05

Purple

$.01


	Using the tokens in Bag B:

6. What three tokens would equal $.40?

7. What seven tokens would equal $2.71?

8. What five tokens would equal $1.40?

9. What three tokens in Bag B would equal the highest value?

10. What three tokens in Bag B would equal the lowest value?



	Values:  

Green

$1.00

Blue

$.50

White

$.25

Red

$.10

Orange

$.05

Purple

$.01


	Using the tokens in Bag C:

11. What three tokens would equal $.76?

12. What seven tokens would equal $2.32?

13. What five tokens would equal $.81?

14. What three tokens in Bag C would equal the highest value?

15. What three tokens in Bag C would equal the lowest value?



	Values:  

Green

$1.00

Blue

$.50

White

$.25

Red

$.10

Orange

$.05

Purple

$.01


	Using the tokens in Bag D:

16. What three tokens would equal $.85?

17. What seven tokens would equal $1.81?

18. What five tokens would equal $2.40?

19. What three tokens in Bag D would equal the highest value?

20. What three tokens in Bag D would equal the lowest value?




Value of Tokens Answer Sheet

Page One of Two

Bag A

	1.
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Bag B

	1.
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Value of Tokens Answer Sheet

Page Two of Two

Bag C

	1.
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Bag D
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Value of Tokens Answer Key

Bag A

	1.
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Bag B

	1.
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Value of Tokens Answer Key Continued

Bag C
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Literacy Center #4

Sequence of Events in the Story

Each box below describes an event in the story.  Cut out the boxes and put them in order.  Once you have the correct order, glue them in your book in that order.  Illustrate each page.
	
	Jeremy told his mother about the Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer, but she didn’t believe him.


	

	
	The Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer brought Jeremy some gold coins so that his mother could have surgery to make her better.


	

	
	Jeremy’s crutch slid off the rock and fell on the sand.  He could not run from the monster.


	

	
	The children at the beach teased Jeremy because he could not run and play.


	

	
	Jeremy’s mother told him that she was sick and needed an operation.


	

	
	The Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer came out of the water and offered Jeremy a ride.


	

	
	The children thought Jeremy was strong and brave because he had tamed a ferocious sea monster.


	

	
	The children saw a monster in the sea and ran away.


	


Social Studies Center #3

	lib-er-ty—

freedom
	de-pend-a-bil-i-ty—capable of being relied upon

	hon-or—

a good name, public admiration
	pa-tience—

putting up with hardships calmly and without complaint

	ci-vil-i-ty—
courtesy, politeness
	hon-es-ty—
the state of being honest or truthful

	com-pas-sion—

sorrow caused by the suffering of another
	trust-wor-thi-ness—

deserving confidence


	civility
	honesty

	compassion
	liberty

	dependability
	trustworthiness

	honor
	patience


	After leaving Washington, DC, Mr. Carter began working with Habitat for Humanity, building homes for those in need of affordable housing.--compassion
	In 2000, Mr. Carter was an official observer of the elections in Mexico, making sure that the elections were fair and that every eligible voter was allowed to vote.--liberty

	In September of 1978, the Camp David Summit allowed former enemies, Sadat of Egypt and Began of Israel to make an agreement that slowed down the fighting in that part of the world.  Many roadblocks had to be overcome for this to happen.--patience
	In 2002  , Jimmy Carter was awarded the Noble Prize for Peace for his efforts at peace in the Middle East.--honor

	After Mr. Carter’s dad, he made a hard decision to leave the Navy and come back to Plains to help with the family business.--dependability
	When Carter’s church voted to not let blacks attend, he did not argue; instead, he helped begin a new church.--civility

	While a Georgia state senator, Mr. Carter was known as a person who never told a lie.--honesty
	When Carter campaigned to be the governor of Georgia, he promised to appoint black citizens to important jobs.  Although many tried to talk him out of it, he did just that.--trustworthiness
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